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Ngudi dan cé dich thuc — truc ti€p — bau Tong Théng va Phé
Tdng Théng Hoa Ky hay khdng? Dé&n gi§ phut nay van phai tra
I5i 1& khéng, vi Téng Thdng va Phd Téng Théng Hoa Ky dudgc lua
chon bdi Cur Tri Doan (Electoral College) tai cdp ti€u bang, trong
ngay bau cu trén toan quoc.

THANH PHAN VA NHIEM VU CUA CU TRI POAN

Trong cudc bau c nam 2012 Cu Tri Doan (CTD) trén toan quoc
gém c6 538 cUr tri (electors), ngang v3i tdng s8 nghi si va dan biéu
clia 50 tiéu bang, cdng v3i 3 cl tri cua District of Columbia (100
nghi si +435 dan bi€u+3 phiéu cua D.C.). Tiéu bang déng dan cu
cé nhiéu clr tri (CT), con tiéu bang it dan cu thi it CT hon. California
cd 55 CT, Texas 34, New York 31, 1& nhitng ti€éu bang dbng duc
nhat. Ngudc lai, cé bay ti€u bang it dan cu chi c6 3 CT (tuong xiing
véi 1 dan bi€u va 2 nghi si). District of Columbia (Hoa Thinh B&n)
du khéng phai 1a mdt tiéu bang cling dugc quyén c6 3 CT.

Thanh Phan C& Tri Poan Tai 50 Ti€éu Bang Va D.C., V&i Tong S6 538
Cu Tri [Nguon: Electoral College, Wikipedia]
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Cu Tri Bboan (CTD) dudc quy dinh bdi Diéu II, BPoan 1 cua Hi€n Phap
Hoa Ky (1787). Nhiéu Tu chinh Hién Phdp d& dudc ban hanh dé
xac dinh ro thanh phan va thu tuc sinh hoat cua CTb. Riéng Tu
Chinh th& XXIII (1961) cua Hién Phap Hoa Ky da cho phép District
of Columbia (Hoa Thinh P&n) du khdéng phai la mét ti€u bang ciling
dudc quyén cd 3 CT trong viéc chon lua Téng Théng va Phé Téng
Théng.

Hién Phap Hoa Ky danh cho chinh quyén ti€éu bang quyén quyét dinh
vé cach thldc chon Iua CT va hinh thdc don phi€u cua CTD tai cap
ti€u bang. 37 ti€u bang chon CT tai Pai H6i Dang cap tiéu bang. 11
ti€u bang khac va District of Columbia d€ té chirc trung udng ludng
dang (Cong Hoa & Dan Chua) chon lya CT. 2 tiéu bang con lai dé
dang tuy nghi sinh hoat. Nhu vay ta thay anh hudng cua IuGng
dang rat manh trong viéc chon Iua CTD vé&i nhiém vu dich thuc bau
hai vi nguyén thuy qudc gia Hoa Ky.

Trong cudc bau cr nam 2000, CTD tai District of Columbia va 48
ti€u bang ap dung hinh thc dén phiéu cho “ngudi-dugc-an-ca”
(winner-take-all), theo d6 (ng cU vién thang Phiéu Déan Bau
(popular vote) tai ti€u bang sé& nhan dugc tat ca sé phi€u cua CTD
thudc ti€u bang d6. Riéng hai ti€u bang Maine va Nebraska, tir ndm
1968, da danh 2 CT cho ngudi thang Phi€u Dan Bau (PDB) toan cap
Ti€u Bang (State), va s6 con lai chia cho (ng ci vién nao thang tai
tirng cap Quan (District). Ngudc lai véi hinh thic “ngudi-dugc-an-
ca”, Maine va Nebraska da theo hinh thic cai cach “chia tuong
x(rng/proportional split”.

Cac CU tri sé nhédm hop cung moét ngay 17 thang 12 trén toan qudc,
tai vién dan bi€éu cla tirng ti€u bang dé€ chinh thdc dén phiéu lua
chon Téng Théng va Phé Téng Théng. Thudng thi CTD quyét dinh
cdn c& vao s6 phi€u cla ngudi dan di bau tai tung ti€u bang.

Théng thudng thi &'ng cir vién Téng Théng va Phé Téng Théng théng
cUr dat dudc s6 Phiéu Dan Bau (popular vote) cao nhat va cling gom
dugc s6 phi€u CT t6i da thuong, la 270 phi€u (538 CT chia doi =
269 CT +1) trén toan qubc. Trong moi trudng hgp, quyét dinh cua
CTD [Electoral vote] la t6i hau, du ngudc lai véi y dinh cua dan qua
s6 Phiéu Dan Bau (PDB/Popular vote). b6 la ly do ma lan thd tu
trong lich s bau c&r Téng Théng va Phd Téng Thdng Hoa Ky, tai



cubéc Bau cir ndm 2000, Bush dugc chon lam Téng Théng du chi
dugc it PDB (50,456,062) trén toan qudc, vi Ung cU vién nay da
gom dudc 271 phiéu CTD, han s8 phiéu can thiét (270) dé dac cur.
Ngudc lai, Ung cU vién Gore da thua du cdé s6 PDB cao han
(51,003,926), nhung chi gom dudc 266 phi€u CTD.

NEu nhu khong cé Ung cur vién nao gom du s6 270 phiéu can thiét
cua CTD, nhu trudng hgp ca hai Ung ci vién dugc dong déu 269
phiéu CT, trong trudng hdgp dd, tdn Ha Vién s& chon Téng Théng,
qua hinh th{c dan bi€u tdp trung thanh mdt phiéu clia moi tiéu
bang, khéng phan biét ti€u bang I6n, nhé. Dé&n ngay hém nay, Ha
Vién chi nhém hop hai lan (ndm 1800 &1824) dé bau Téng Thdng.
NEu trong cudc biu cr Téng Thdng ndm 2004 céc ’ng cl vién
khong ai dat dugc s6 phiéu t6i da can thiét (270) cua CTD, thi U'ng
clr vién nao dudc qud ban téng sé cac tiéu bang (50:2=25+1=26
ti€u bang), bat k& I6n, nho ung chon, qua hinh thic dan biéu tép
trung, sé tréd thanh vi tdn Téng Théng. Ciing trong trudng hop CTD
b4t phan trén (269/269), tan Thugng vién sé chon vi Phé Téng
Thong, moi thugng nghi si don moét phi€u. NEu tan Thugng Vién
khdng quyét dinh ndi, vi bé phi€u ddéng déu, bat phén dinh, trong
trudng hop dé, Phd Tdng Théng bédi nhiém s& bd phi€u dé€ chon
chinh minh (néu la (ng c( vién) lam tan Ph6 Téng Théng.

NHUNG Y KIEN CHONG VA BENH VUC HE THONG CU TRI
POAN

M6t s6 y ki€n cho rang, néu ap dung cing ran hinh thidc doén phiéu
CTD theo 18i “ngudi-dudc-an-ca” tai cép ti€u bang va dem don lai
trén toan qudc co thé dua tdi tinh trang “ngua vé& ngudc”, nhu d3
xay ra bén lan trudc day (nhu trong nhitng cudc béu clr Téng Théng
nam 1824, 1876, 1888, va lan cubi vao nam 2000), trong d6 ing cu
vién du thang PDB (popular vote) van thua vi khong dat dugc s6
phi€u qua ban can thiét (270) cua CTD trén toan qudc. Tinh trang
nay, vo hinh chung, da cho thdy y dan tai Hoa Ky khong phai la mot
“v&u diém” dan quy@n ma chi 1a mét “diém yé&u” cla mdt nén dan
chd bao thu, giam hd, khi cac vi nguyén thuy qudc gia khong dugc
dan bau truc ti€p, ma lai dudc lua chon theo 16i dau phiéu gian tiép,
trong dé ngudi dan chi cé quyén “dé nghi”, con CTb do dang chon
mdi cé quyén “quyét dinh” toi hau.



Hé thdéng CTD cling c6 sd hd ndi thudc khi cod tinh trang “CT bat
trung” (faithless electors) phan dang bau cho (rng cu vién doi lap,
nhu trong trudng hop cr tri Cdng Hoa thudc ti€éu bang Washington
dd phan dang khdng b&u cho ng cl vién Cdng Hoa Gerald Ford
trong cudc bau cur 1976. Ung cUr vién nao vé sat nut s6 phiéu CT cé
thé thua oan vi diém “hut cang” ky thuét bau clr nay.

Ngoai ra, néu CTD bi ket khi don phiéu dong déu cho ca hai Ung cu
vién (269/269) ma lai d&€ Ha vién chon Tdéng Th6ng thi hinh thdc
dan cuo khong con tuong xrng vdi nguyén tac “mot-ngudi-mot-
phiéu” nifa, vi mdi ti€u bang chi dugc mét phiéu dan biéu tap trung,
khdng phan biét ti€u bang 18n, nho. Nhu thé, ng cl vién Téng
Théng chi cadn dudc bat c 26 tidu bang nao chuan chon s& thang
cur.

Ngudc lai, cling c6 mot s6 y ki€n khac da bénh vuc hé thong CTD,
cho rang hé thdng nay d& gilp cac ti€éu bang nhd dudc chu trong
téi. Nhitng ngudi c6 vd hé thdng nay ciling 1ap ludn rang bién phap
trao quyén cho Ha Vién hodc Thugng Nghi Vién tuyén chon Téng
Thong cling khong méay kha quan hadn, vi van la moét hinh thldc dau
phi€u gian ti€p. Ho con e rang tu chinh hi€n phap sé lam suy giam
hé théng “lién bang” hién hitu.

Nhitng ngudi cd v6 hé théng CTP cling cho rédng hé théng nay béo
vé nén dan chu tai Hoa Ky bang cach dung dugng hé thdng Iudng
dang (Cong Hoa & DA&n Chu) trong khi tim cach giam thi€u nhirng
dang phai thi€u s8, ddc Iap hodc ddi 1ap khac, nhu dé tam dang
(Third-Party) cua Wallace vao nhitng nam 1960, va gan day dang
Hoa binh Xanh (Green Party) cua luat gia Nader.

Ho con nh&n manh réng co cdu CTD tiéu bi€u nhat cho nén dén chu
vi cac CT dudc chon tu nhirng trung tam do thi, ndi cé mic d6 dau
phiéu cao nhat. Piém tich cuc cudi cung cla hé théng CTD la hé
théng nay van kha quan, hitu hiéu nhét, vi khéng can su can thiép
cua Ha Vién lan Thugng Nghi Vién trong subt thé ky XX.

NHUNG PE NGHI CAI TIEN HE THONG CU TRI POAN

M6t s6 dé nghi da dudc dua ra dé€ thay d6i cach thirc ddu phiéu chon
lva Téng Thdng va Phé Téng Théng Hoa Ky.



MOt s6 dé nghi doi gilr nguyén hé thong CTD, nhung chi mudn chia
cach don phiéu giita cép ti€u bang va cdp quan, theo 18i “chia tucng
x{rng/proportional split” cha hai ti€u bang Maine va Nebraska: danh
2 phiéu CT cho ngudi thdng clr PDB toan Tiéu Bang (State), va sd
CT con lai chia cho (ng c(r vién nao thang PDB tai tirng cdp quan
(District).

Theo chiéu hudng trén, ngudi ta c6 thé bd hadn chldc vu cl tri
(electors), ma can chia s6 phi€u tudng xing cho cac Ung cl’ vién
Tdng Théng va Phé Téng Théng, theo ty Ié thdng toan cap ti€u bang
va tirng cdp quan. Da s6 nhitng du an doi hoi tu chinh Hién Phép dé
cac ti€u bang cdé toan quyén quyét dinh cach thic chon lua thanh
phan va nhiém vu cua céc CT tai cdp tiéu ‘bang déu khoéng dugc
chdp thuan. Hdn nira, nhitng dé nghij trén van chua gidi quyét dich
thuc vé nhu cau va quyén bau cU truc ti€p cua ngudi dan trong viéc
chon luva Téng Théng va Phé Téng Théng Hoa Ky.

Riéng cuu thugdng nghi si Birch Bayh da dé dat mot du an tu chinh
Hién Phap dé (rng ctr vién Tong Thdng va Phé Tong Thdng tng cur tir
cdp quén tai moi ti€u bang dé€ ngudi dan truc ti€p bd phiéu. Cap
irng clr vién nao nhén dudc s6 phiéu cao nhat, t&i thi€u la 40 phan
trém tong s8 PDB trén toan qudc s& dudc coi la thdng cir. Néu
khdng ai dat dugc s6 phiéu can thiét trén, ngudi ta phai té chic bau
lai va bat c& Ung c’ vién nao nhan dugc s6 PDB tudgng dbi cao hon
ddi phuong sé& dugc coi la dac cr. Hinh thdc bdu cir nay cé dac
diém 1a cho phép ngudi dén truc ti€p chon lua hai vi nguyén thu
quéc gia. Nhung vi trién vong kéo dai cudc bau cir tdi hai dgt va
phai chi phi gap bdi vé cach thic bau ci, nén du an tu chinh Hién
Phap vé dau phiéu truc ti€p da bi Thugng Nghi Vién bac bé vao nam
1979. TU d6 dén nay chua thay xuat hién moét du an tu chinh Hién
Phap tuaong tu.

Du gap nhiéu khé khan trong viéc tu chinh Hién Phap (t8i nay hon
700 du &n doi bai bo, stra sai CTb da bi Qudc hdi Hoa Ky bac), da s6
dan ching Hoa Ky déu muén c6 mot hé théng dau phi€u dan cir dé
ngudi dan truc ti€p chon lua nhitng vi nguyén thuy qubc gia. Vién
Gallup qua cudc thdam do y dan trong nam 1968 da coéng bs rang
81% qubc dan Hoa Ky mudbn cé dau phi€u dan cu truc tiép, trong



khi chi cé 12% mudn gilr lai hé thong nguyén thuy cia CTb va 7 %
khong coé y kién.

Nam 1969, 83 % Ha Vién Hoa Ky da théng qua du an bai bo CTD,
véi su ung thuén cla 338 dan biéu va 70 phiéu chdng cla s6 déan
bi€u con lai. Nhung du an nay da bi bac bdi Thudgng Nghi Vién Hoa
Ky, vi cho rang CTD bao vé quyén dinh doat cla cac tiéu bang.

Van dé bac bd hé théng CTD rat té nhi va qua u la khd khan, vi
muén tu chinh hi€n Phap Hoa Ky, du da dugc Quéc Hbéi (ca hai vién)
thdng qua, van can phai dudc ba phin tu tdng sd cac tiéu bang
ch&p thuén. Vi quyén Igi dia phuong, cac tiéu bang nhé sé& quyét
liét chdng d6i moi du an cai cach, bac bo CTD.

Co Ié trong tudng lai, Hoa Ky sé thuc hién dugc mot cudc cai cach
tuong xirng vé hé théng CTD dé dung hoa ba thé luc: y dan, quyén
Igi cia dang va quyén Igi cua dia phuong, tu cap quan ly.

BAN PO CU TRI POAN CHON LUA UNG CU VIEN TONG THONG
TRONG CUQC BAU CU NAM 2012

2012 Presidential Election - Electoral Vote Map

270 Electoral Votes Meeded to Win

I Likely GOP Votes - 224

' Bl Likely Obama Votes - 201

B TossupVotes-113

-

Source: Freedom’ s Lighthouse [Jan. 2012]
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2012 Presidential Election — Electoral College State-by-State

Projection
Current Projection: Obama 201 — GOP 224 — Tossup 113 (270 Needed to Win)
State Electoral 2008 Results Latest 2012 Current

Votes Obama Poll Projection
%
Alabama 9 McCain +21% GOP
Alaska 3 McCain +21% 42% GOP
Arizona 11 McCain +8% 43.5% GOP
Arkansas 6 McCain +20% GOP
California 55 Obama +24% 53% Obama
Colorado 9 Obama +9% 45% Tossup
Connecticut 7 Obama +22% 48% Obama
Delaware 3 Obama +25% Obama
D.C. 3 Obama +86% Obama
Florida 29 Obama +3% 44.3% GOP
Georgia 16 McCain +5% 42% GOP
Hawaii 4 Obama + 45% 59% Obama
Idaho 4 McCain +25% GOP
Illinois 20 Obama +25% Obama
Indiana 11 Obama +1% GOP
Iowa 6 Obama +10% 46% Tossup
Kansas 6 McCain +15% 35% GOP
Kentucky 8 McCain +16% 40% GOP
Louisiana 8 McCain +19% GOP
Maine 4 Obama +17% 45% Obama
Maryland 10 Obama +25% Obama
Massachusetts 11 Obama +26% 57% Obama
Michigan 16 Obama +16% 41% Tossup
Minnesota 10 Obama +10% 45% Obama
Mississippi 6 McCain +13% 36% GOP
Missouri 10 McCain +0.13% 42.5% GOP
Montana 3 McCain +2% 40% GOP
Nebraska 5 McCain +15% 38% GOP
Nevada 6 Obama +12% 46% Tossup
New Hampshire 4 Obama +10% 43% GOP
New Jersey 14 Obama +16% 53% Obama
New Mexico 5 Obama +15% 53% Obama
New York 29 Obama +27% 59% Obama
North Carolina 15 Obama +0.33% 46% Tossup
North Dakota 3 McCain +9% 33% GOP
Ohio 18 Obama +5% 46% Tossup
Oklahoma 7 McCain +31% GOP
Oregon 7 Obama +16% 48% Obama
Pennsylvania 20 Obama +10% 45% Tossup



Rhode Island 4 Obama +28% 54% Obama
South Carolina 9 McCain +9% 43% GOP
South Dakota 3 McCain +8% GOP
Tennessee 11 McCain +15% 34% GOP
Texas 38 McCain +12% 37.5% GOP
Utah 6 McCain +28% GOP
Vermont 3 Obama +37% Obama
Virginia 13 Obama +6% 42.3% Tossup
Washington 12 Obama +17% 49.5% Obama
West Virginia 5 McCain +13% GOP
Wisconsin 10 Obama +14% 46% Tossup
Wyoming 3 McCain +32% GOP
Electoral Projection
State Votes 2008 Results Latest 2012 GOP =224
538 Obama Poll %
Barack Obama — 365 / Obama =201
53%
Tossup =113

John McCain - 173/

46%

Source: Freedom’ s Lighthouse [Jan. 2012]

Can cU vao Ban d6 va Ban so sanh trén, cd sd tham do y kién
Freedom’ s Lighthouse du doan va cho thay CU Tri Poan [CTD] sé

chon Iua trong cudc Bau cr Téng Théng ndm 2012 nhu sau:

. Tai cac Ti€u Bang [mau do] Alabama, Alaska, Arizona,

Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New
Hampshire, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, West Virginia, Wyoming, CTD
cam két hay c6 khuyng hudng chon Ung CU Vién COng Hoa
[GOP] Iam Té&ng Théng.

Tai cac Tiéu Bang [mau xanh] California, Connecticut,
Delaware, D.C., Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington CTD cam
két hay cd khuynh hudng chon Obama [D&n Chu] lam Téng
Théng nam 2012;

Con tai cac Ti€u Bang [mau xanh l& cay] Colorado, Iowa,
Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
Wisconsin CTD chua cam két chon ai.



Ung CUr Vién nao don dugc 270 phiéu clia CTD sé dudc chon lam
Téng Théng trong ndm 2012.

Dén giG phdt nay, Obama dugc 201 cu tri cam két [riéng tai
California: 55 va New York: 29], trong khi Ung C(& Vién Cong Hoa
gianh dudc 224 phiéu ciua CTD tai 25 Tiéu Bang da s6 it dan cu,
phia Nam va Trung M¥.

Con tai 8 Tiéu Bang “mau xanh 13 cay” trinh bay trén co tat ca 113
c(r tri chua chiu cam két véi bat cr Ung Cur Vién Bang nao. Do 49,
cac Ung CUr Vién TT s& can van ddng thém tai cac Tiéu Bang dé dé
kéo sb cu tri ltng khirng vé riéng minh.

TU gid t6i ngay Bau clr, dinh vao ngay thr Ba mung 6 thang 11 nam
2012, s& con nhiéu thay déi trong dién ti€n chon lua cha CU Tri
boan. Nhu chung ta da biét, trong moi truGng hdp, quyét dinh cua
Cu Tri Doan [Electoral vote] la t6i hau, du ngudc lai vdi y dinh cua
dan qua s6 Phiéu Dan Bau (PDB/Popular vote).
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